Unusual ECG findings mimicking complete heart block in an unrecognised calcium antagonist overdose.
We present a case of severe cardiovascular instability which required intensive care management after a myocardial infarction had been diagnosed incorrectly. Unusual ECG findings were diagnostic of calcium antagonist toxicity as the cause of the cardiovascular collapse. A discussion of the potential pitfalls in the management of patients intoxicated with these agents is undertaken. Of particular interest is the prolonged period of supportive therapy required prior to the return of an unsupported circulation. The physiological variables encountered with this type of poisoning were confirmed by the use of a PiCCO device.